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[image: ]December 2018/January 2019 – Final edition!

Changes to our Magazine
The magazine is changing to a monthly A4 size newsletter – please let us know if you would like to receive a copy (more details inside)

Celebrate Christmas with us at St Mary’s and St Mary’s Old Church! See inside for details of all our Christmas services
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St Mary the Virgin, West Bergholt
St Mary’s Services at a Glance
Kids’ Church is our Sunday school for children aged 5-11
December – see also centre page for Christmas Events
	Sunday 2 December 

	9.30am

	Holy Communion with Kids’ Church


	Sunday 9 December
	9.30am
	Messy Church 

	
	
	

	Sunday 16 December



Sunday 23 December


	11.15am
2.30pm


9.30am

 
	Holy Communion
Candlelit Carol Service at St Mary’s Old Church

‘Praise on 4’ Café Church


	Christmas Eve
Monday 24 December



Christmas Day
Tuesday 25 December

Sunday 30 December
	
3.00pm
6.45pm
11.30pm


9.30am

10.00am

	
Crib Service
Carol Service
Midnight Communion at All Saints, Great Horkesley

Christmas Communion Service

Joint Service at St John’s, Great Horkesley

	
January
	
	

	
	
	

	Sunday 6 January
	9.30am
	Holy Communion with Kids’ Church


	Sunday 13 January

Sunday 20 January

Sunday 27 January
	9.30am

11.15am

9.30am
	Messy Church

Holy Communion

‘Praise on 4’ Café Church with activities for children & young people


A Christmas Message from Rev. Mandy Elmes

The Christmas Season is rushing towards us like an express train, with its joint senses of excitement and apprehension ... we love the joy and happiness of Christmas, but are conscious of all that needs to be done to get us there. I love the celebrations surrounding Jesus’ birth and the joy of being with family and friends, and this is all happening because God chose to break into his creation, in a new and extraordinary way, so that he could save us from the consequences of what we do wrong.

Most of the time we get on with our daily lives, just as the shepherds did, but on this one night we remember the splash of God’s glory lighting up the skies, and the cry of a new-born baby on a heap of straw. A moment in time when the ordinary and the extraordinary come together, and hopes and promises become fused.

The ‘Incarnation’, God becoming man, with all of its risks, and the daring statement of love which God made, speaks to us as clearly as it did to the shepherds, 2000 years ago. In it, we can marvel at the new born baby, and be affirmed by the wonder of the moment, even if we are also filled with questions. Questions which can lead us into a greater understanding of what happened in Bethlehem 2000 years ago.

In asking questions we are in good company, because Mary asked lots of questions and pondered on them for many years... perhaps all of Jesus’ life. Perhaps only after his death, and rising to life again, did she understand a bit of what God was doing. 

He loved us so much, that he wanted us to have inner peace, healing and wholeness, and he knew we couldn’t achieve this in our own strength. So, he sent Jesus to do it for us, because the baby in Mary’s arms is God, hearing our hidden fears and tears, and coming in person to save us and set us free.  So let’s celebrate and enjoy Christmas and say, thank-you to God for making this possible through a little baby.

[image: ]We would love to welcome you to any of our Christmas Services. With Love and Blessings,

Mandy Elmes  


Redevelopment of the Church’s End Wall and the Church Hall

Over 110 years ago, the people of West Bergholt designed and built the “new" St Mary’s Church as a convenient community building in the centre of the village.  In the years that have passed, community groups of all ages have met in the church and its later hall, to worship, socialise and exercise!
  
The Church is currently considering the best way to preserve and improve these facilities for the future generations of our village.

[image: ]The back wall of the church, which was never completed, and the future of the pre-fabricated hall both need to be considered.   Planning is in the early stages but we hope to give you more information next year about ways in which you might like to be involved with this project. 

New Website for St Mary’s Church
You can keep up to date with all the latest news about services and special events on our redesigned church website. To find us on-line, just type in to your browser: stmaryswestbergholt.co.uk
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You can also follow us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/stmaryswestbergholt
[image: ]
Good News Magazine Changing to a Newsletter
Available in Electronic & Paper Copies

After careful consideration, we have decided to change the Good News from a 2 monthly, black & white magazine to a monthly A4 size, colour newsletter. From January 2019, the newsletter will be available in electronic form which can be emailed to folk who would like to receive a copy. It will also be available in paper form for people who would still like a copy delivered to their door.
The new newsletter will not automatically be distributed to all the houses who currently receive a copy of the magazine, but we would be delighted to add you to our new distribution list if you would like to receive either an email or a paper copy of the newsletter. It will still be free of charge so please do contact Liz Dixon in the church office during the following hours with your contact details:

To receive a copy of the Newsletter, contact the Church Office:

Tel: 01206 243683
Email: lwb.wb.gh.parishes@gmail.com
Office hours: weekdays except Wednesdays – 9am – 1pm

We apologise for any inconvenience the change may cause but hope that the new format will be easier to read and more efficient to produce.
Copies of the newsletter will also be available to pick up in local shops and in the doctors’ surgery.

Thank You!

I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to the following people who have helped print and distribute the magazine since I took on the role of editor 6 years ago:
Val Walsom in the school office for printing the magazine.
Roy & Pat White for delivering the bundles of magazines to the various distributors.
All the distributors who faithfully deliver the magazines to individual addresses.

Best wishes, Liz Dixon

[image: ]Christmas Events and Services

Wired Christmas Party – Friday 7 December @ 7.45pm
Our youth group for secondary school students will be having their ‘Strictly Christmas’ party on Friday 7th December @ 7.45pm. 
[image: ]
Messy Christmas – Sunday 9 December @ 9.30am 
Our family-friendly service with informal worship and fun activities for all ages, followed by refreshments in the hall.

[image: MC900238234[1]]Candlelit Carol Service at St Mary’s Old Church – Sunday 16 December @ 2.30pm
A welcome return to the Old Church following the break last year due to the renovation works. This year featuring music from Heathlands Choir!

Christmas Café Church – Sunday 23 December @ 9.30am
Take time out of your Christmas preparations to enjoy coffee and croissants and sing some well-loved carols.

Christmas Eve – Monday 24 December
	3.00pm
	Crib Service at St Mary’s

	6.45pm
	Carol Service at St Mary’s led by Rev. Mandy Elmes 

	11.30pm
	Midnight Communion at All Saints, Great Horkesley


[image: ]
Christmas Day – Tuesday 25 December @ 9.30am
Our Christmas morning service led by Rev. Mandy Elmes.


Wishing you a very Happy Christmas from all at St Mary’s and we look forward to welcoming you at any of these services!

[image: ]CHRISTMAS NOTICEBOARD 

Church Flowers
As Christmas Day is a Tuesday, we are planning to decorate the church on Saturday 22nd December this year. This is always a joyous event and we hope to have many helpers (no experience necessary!). All helpers will be most welcome in the church from 9.45am on that Saturday. 

Please contact me either in church or by email if you would like to help. I will then be able to let you know our plan nearer the time.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers on the flower rota who provide lovely displays throughout the year. If you would like to join the flower rota, please let me know. 
[image: ]
Thank you. Fiona.   fionafstewart@yahoo.co.uk


[image: ]Christmas Choir Rehearsals starting Sunday 2 December @ 10.45am in Church
Caroline Finlay is taking a well-earned break and we are grateful to Sarah White for taking on the role of Choir mistress this year!  The choir will be singing at the 6.45pm Carol Service on Christmas Eve so if you would like to join in, come along to the 1st rehearsal or contact Sarah: sarahtwhite@hotmail.co.uk
· Rehearsal dates: 2 December @ 11.00am
· 9 December @ 11.00am
· 16 December @ 10.00am
· 23 December @ 11.00am


A Big Shoebox THANK YOU!
[image: ]Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox with gifts to send to children in other parts of the world who are growing up in difficult circumstances. A special thanks to the pupils of Heathlands School who contributed over 30 shoe boxes to the fantastic total of 59! 

[image: C:\Users\Liz\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\EDD9GT8O\MC900311032[1].wmf]Dates for your Diary

PCC Meeting – Thursday 10 January at 7.45pm


Home Groups – our home Bible study groups continue after Christmas as follows:

Tuesday Evening Home Group @ 8pm (Facilitator = Michael Foster 241022): 15/1, 29/1, 12/2 & 26/2. The location of the group varies, please contact Michael for more information.

Tuesday Afternoon Home Group @ 1.15pm (Facilitator = Sue Day 241040): this is a new group which meets fortnightly in group members’ homes between 1.15pm & 2.30pm. Pre-school children are welcome. Dates after Christmas have not yet been confirmed but please contact Sue Day or the church office for more information (243683).
[image: MC900030279[1]]
Open House & 5T’s
Open House every Thursday morning 9am-11am in term times, pre-school children welcome.
5T’s Fellowship for over 60’s – 2.30pm every week.

Wired (our Youth Group for Secondary School Students)
Fridays @ 7.45pm in the church hall. 
7 December – Strictly Christmas Party
18 January – games night
15 February
8 March
For more details contact wiredwb@gmail.com


Recycling Containers & Bags available from the Church Office
[image: ]Don’t forget you can get your recycling boxes, food caddies, clear recycling bags for plastic & paper and garden sacks from the church office during 9am – 1pm weekdays except Wednesdays. All items are free but you need a voucher code from Colchester Council for the garden sacks. Call 01206 243683 to check if items are in stock.
Bishop Stephen’s New Year Message

One of the joys of 2018 was returning to Spain to walk part of the Camino de Santiago de Compostela. I first completed the northern Way of St James in the autumn of 2016. It's deeply satisfying for the soul when prayer, solitude and the unrelenting tread of boot leather come together. During the pilgrimage, yellow arrows painted on lampposts guided me through mountainous terrain. I came to rely on these arrows in this unfamiliar, beautiful place. 

One year yielding to another can be unsettling. We look back at the past year and think of the unexpected things that happened. We know the year ahead is full of the unforeseen but hope that our loved ones and ourselves are kept safe from harm and sadness. 

We each approach the New Year in different ways. Memories of the past and expectations of the future will lead some of you to go to bed early and gladly miss Jools Holland's Hootenanny. Many of our sisters and brothers in the diocese now spend the hours around midnight in prayer and praise. 

Where I walked in Spain, Christmas and the New Year pass with little fanfare. Instead, young people look to the Epiphany on the sixth of January. On the night before, children will leave their shoes on the windowsill stuffed with hay and carrots to feed the horses of Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar as they make their pilgrimage to Bethlehem to worship baby Jesus. The children hope that the Magi will leave them a present in return for horse food. They might also delight in the thought that these exotic travellers will carry them in their hearts as they come into the presence of the saviour of the world. 

[image: ]2019 does not come with yellow arrows painted on lampposts to help guide us through the unforeseen territory ahead. We wouldn't have a fulfilling earthly pilgrimage if we did. Perhaps the children of Spain have the right idea. They bathe in the light and joy of the Epiphany; where simply being in the presence of Jesus provides the hope and trust needed to navigate the year ahead with joy. 

With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!                 Stephen, Bishop of Chelmsford
Regular Events
	1st Sunday in the month
2nd Sunday in the month

3rd Sunday in the month
4th Sunday in the month


5th Sunday in the month
(when applicable)

	9.30am Holy Communion + Kids’ Church
9.30am Messy Church
6.30pm Evening Prayer (not in winter months)
11.15am Holy Communion
9.30am ‘Praise on 4’ Café Church + Kids’ Church
(Kids’ Church = St Mary’s Sunday school)

Combined service with the parishes of Great Horkesley and Langham with Boxted. The location and times of the service rotate between the 4 churches.

	Thursdays at 9.00 am
	Drop in for coffee during term time.  

	Thursdays at 2.30 pm
	5Ts (Together for Tea on Thursdays at Two-Thirty) Weekly, including school holidays.


Contacts
	Priest in charge: Rev Dr Mandy Elmes,
The Rectory, 1 Church Close,
West Bergholt CO6 3JZ
Tel 01206 240906
Mob 07872 649967
revmandyelmes@btinternet.com

3 Parishes Families’ Worker:
Jo Jeffery – 07853 586683

Parish Office & Good News Editor                
Liz Dixon 01206 243683
lwb.wb.gh.parishes@gmail.com 
 
	  Lay Readers:
  Richard Chadborn - 01206 240541
  Michael Foster- 01206 241022 
  Evangelist:
  Ronnie Seymour - 01206 273579
  
Church Wardens:
  Sue Day – 01206 241040
  Ronnie Seymour – 01206 273579
  Pastoral Assistant:
  Dorothy Chadborn – 01206 240541


Home Groups: (Bible Study) Contact Michael Foster – 01206 241022
Hall Hire and Church Bookings: Contact Nicole on 01206 240443
Website and email
www.sites.google.com/site/stmaryswbergholt/
stmaryswestbergholt@googlemail.com
Follow us on Twitter @stmarysbergholt or Facebook
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
Enquiries regarding Rainbows, Brownies & Guides to 07757 636446, enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk or www.girlguidingessexne.org.uk
Cubs & Beavers contact: 241666; Scouts contact: 240549
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