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Ignite Youth Service
Friday 5 October @ 7.45pm 


[image: ]Christmas Shoe Box Appeal - Please bring your boxes to the church office by
Thurs 15 November
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Heathlands School Link News from Heathlands
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St Mary the Virgin, West Bergholt
St Mary’s Services at a Glance
Kids’ Church is our Sunday school for children of all ages
October
	Friday 5 October

Sunday 7 October 

	7.45pm

9.30am
	Ignite Youth Service

Holy Communion, with Kids’ Church

	
	
	

	Sunday 14 October



	9.30am

6.30pm

	Messy Church – our all age service
Evening Prayer Service

	Sunday 21 October

	11.15am
	Holy Communion


	Sunday 28 October

	9.30am

	Praise on 4 Café Church, (separate children’s activities)


	
	
	


November
	Sunday 4 November


Sunday 11 November
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	9.30am


10.45am


	Holy Communion, with Kids’ Church

Remembrance Service at the Orpen Hall (No Messy Church or Evening Prayer)

	
	
	

	Sunday 18 November
	11.15am

	Holy Communion


	Sunday 25 November

December
Sun 2 December
Advent Sunday

Sun 9 December 
	9.30am



9.30am

9.30am
	Praise on 4 Café Church (separate children’s activities)


Holy Communion, with Kids’ Church
Messy Church – all age service



[image: ]Armistice Day, 11th November 2018
Dear Friends
It cannot have escaped your notice that on the 11th November 2018, we commemorate the ending of the First World War.  No-one reading this will have experienced that particular conflict, although you may have had relatives who were involved.  This, I believe, raises two fundamental questions.  Firstly - what, and who, are we remembering; and secondly - what should we be praying for?  With these questions in mind, I invite you to join with me in using the following meditative prayer for Remembrance which comes from An Order of Service for Remembrance Sunday, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 2005:

‘Almighty God, we commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith for reconciliation between the nations that all people may live together in freedom, justice and peace.  We pray for all who in bereavement, disability and pain continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and terror.  We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose lives, in world wars and conflicts past and present, have been given and taken away.’

Our Village Remembrance Service to mark Armistice Day will be held on Sunday 11 November at 10.45am in the Orpen Hall. All are welcome.
With best wishes, Michael Foster, Lay Reader
Editor’s comment
I think Michael makes a very important point here when he draws our attention to the words of the prayer “we commit ourselves to work…. for reconciliation between the nations….” But how do we do this in practice? One argument I have come across recently is the practice of putting ourselves in other people’s shoes. When we are tempted to regard people of different cultures or faiths or political ideologies in a ‘them and us’ situation and somehow feel that ‘the other’ is less human than us, perhaps we could try putting ourselves in their shoes and understanding things from their perspective? I have shared a story over the page which I think illustrates this idea in quite a striking way.                                                                            Liz Dixon

Putting ourselves in someone else’s shoes:
Csanad Szegedi’s Story


A few years ago, Csanad Szegedi was a rising star in the Hungarian radical nationalist political party called Jobbik. Szegedi was notorious for his anti-Semitic views. He trivialised the Holocaust and blamed Jews for the problems in the world. Szegedi admitted in an interview in 2017 that he saw Jews as “a monolithic group. When I thought of a Jew I thought of a greedy, hunchbacked, hook-nosed banker.”

Then, in 2012, everything changed. Some of his political opponents did some digging into his personal background to see if they could find anything to discredit him with. That’s when they discovered that Szegedi’s maternal grandparents were survivors of Auschwitz. Half of his family were killed during the Holocaust.

Soon Szegedi himself discovered what his opponents were saying about him and decided to check whether the claims were true. They were. He learned that after Auschwitz his grandparents had decided to hide their identity completely.

The revelation that he had Jewish ancestry changed his life and his view of the world completely. He resigned from the nationalist party and decided to embrace his Jewish heritage. Today, Szegedi says his focus as a politician is to defend human rights for everyone.

I found this interesting story in a book written by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks called ‘Not in God’s Name’ (Hodder 2016). The book looks at why humans have an inherent tendency to divide the world up into ‘Us and Them’ leading to violence and conflict, and subverting even the most compassionate of religions. He draws on the stories of iconic figures of the Old Testament such as Abraham and Sarah and her maidservant Hagar to show that God calls us to treat the ‘stranger’ with love and respect. Well worth a read!

Best wishes.

[image: ]Liz Dixon
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Youth Celebration 
Friday 5 October
7.45pm St Mary’s, West Bergholt


St Mary’s West Bergholt Youth Group (Wired), together with young people from the Langham and Boxted Churches Youth Group, will be leading a celebration on Friday 5 October at 7.45pm at St Mary’s, West Bergholt.

There will be worship, reflections, interactive activities for all, and hot chocolate!

For more details, contact wiredwb@gmail.com
[image: Related image]








Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2018 
[image: ]
We are launching our Christmas Shoebox Appeal for 2018! Thanks to your generous contributions last year, we were one of about 30,000 churches around the world sending out shoeboxes to children living in poverty.
 
Simple gifts such as gloves, soap, toothbrushes, colouring pencils and toy cars can make such a big impact and there are some truly humbling stories on the Operation Christmas Child website: www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
Stories such as Jaki, an orphan in Guatemala, who was absolutely thrilled with a toothbrush after having to share one with 10 other children for years; and David in Romania receiving a toy car instead of his usual orange, which was all his family could afford each year. The Appeal provides shoeboxes to 17 countries across Africa, Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East.
Each box is offered to children as part of our Christian faith, as an expression of God’s love and care, but the boxes are given unconditionally to children of all faiths and none.  The volunteers distributing the boxes are carefully trained to ensure that information about the Christian faith is only offered if community leaders welcome it; contrary to some claims in the media, there are no strings attached for the children and communities receiving the boxes.
[image: ]Please do give generously if you can as a small shoebox really makes a big impact. Please see the Noticeboard page for details on what to put in your shoe box. There are also information leaflets, empty shoe boxes and pre-made shoe boxes available in church and in the church office. You can take your gift-filled shoebox to Liz in the church office anytime up until Thursday 15 November (opening hours are weekdays except Weds 9am-1pm) tel: 01206 243683. 

Thank you for your support!
Liz Dixon
[image: ]Heathlands School link
A Report on our Harvest Projects about Zero Waste and Fairtrade
We are looking forward to celebrating Harvest in St Mary’s church on Monday 8 October and we are excited to launch two projects as part of the celebrations!

[image: IMG_256]In school, a small group of children from the School Council and the Eco team came together to explore the effect of plastic waste on our environment and on the fishing harvest. We were outraged and saddened to see photographs of creatures suffering because of plastics invading our ocean….. We discovered that God is outraged and saddened by this too. We share the same heart as God when it comes to what is happening with our planet!

We are motivated to action and will be using the Harvest Festival as a launch pad for becoming a Zero Waste School. We will then spend the next year exploring how much waste is produced in school, how we can eliminate plastic waste and what else we can do to care for the beautiful world God has given us.

[image: ]Our second project, which we will launch in our Harvest Festival, has come from the realisation that all of our food and cotton is grown and cared for by farmers in different countries all around the world. We have seen some video clips showing that not all of the farmers are paid fairly and so can’t buy food for their families or provide housing or access to education.

It’s another case of injustice! God loves justice and wants farmers around the world to be treated fairly.

We will spend this year becoming a Fairtrade school and maybe we could help St Mary’s to become a Fairtrade Church? Watch this space!
Jo Jeffrey, Families’ Worker
[image: C:\Users\Liz\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\EDD9GT8O\MC900311032[1].wmf]
Dates for your Diary



PCC Meeting – 8th November at 7.45pm

Home Group – our home group continues on the following dates:
Tuesdays 8pm (Facilitator = Michael Foster 241022): 9/10, 23/10, 6/11, 20/11 – studying The Kingdom of God. Location varies, please contact Michael for more information.

Open House & 5T’s (Together on Thursdays for Tea @ Two Thirty)
Open House every Thursday morning at 9am in term times
5T’s – 2.30pm every week including school holidays

Wired (our Youth Group for Secondary School Students)
Fridays @ 7.45pm in the church hall.
5 October – Ignite Youth Service – see separate poster 
12 October – Families’ Worker evening
16 November – Light Party
7 December – Strictly Christmas party
For more details contact wiredwb@gmail.com


A look ahead to our Christmas Services:

Old Church Carol Service – Sunday 16 December @ 2.30pm

Christmas Eve Crib Service – Monday 24 December @ 3pm
Christmas Eve Carol Service – Monday 24 December @ 6.45pm
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion – Monday 24 December @ 11.30pm at All Saints’, Great Horkesley

Christmas Morning Service – Tuesday 25 December @ 9.30am
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[image: ]Operation Christmas Child – How to pack your shoe box

Get an empty medium sized shoebox and wrap the box and lid separately in decorative paper (or you can get a pre-printed shoebox from the church office).

Choose whether you would like your shoebox to be for a girl or a boy and which age group (2-4 years, 5-9 years or 10-14 years), and attach the appropriate label on the outside of the lid (labels available from the church office).

Fill your shoebox with a suitable variety of new gifts from the list below. Why not add a personal note and photo, and you may also like to pray for the child who will receive your box. Please include a £5 suggested donation to cover essential processing and shipping costs and training local churches. Cheques to be made payable to Samaritan’s Purse, or you can donate online at Samaritans-purse.org.uk/followyourbox and find out which country your shoebox went to.


GIFT SUGGESTIONS
Please fill your box with a selection from the following list or similar items.  All items should be new.

TOYS include a toy that a child can love such as a doll or a cuddly toy, toy truck, skipping rope, yo-yo, ball, small puzzle, musical instrument etc.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES  Pens, colouring pencils, sharpener & eraser, crayons, felt pens, stamp & ink pads, writing pads or notebooks & paper, colouring & picture books, solar calculators etc.
HYGIENE ITEMS Toothbrush & toothpaste, bar of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
OTHER ITEMS Hat, gloves, scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, wind up torch, jewellery set, sweets (but no chocolate and must have best before date of at least March 2019).

Sunday Gospel Readings – October & November
Our Bible readings for every Sunday are taken from the Lectionary, a table of psalms and readings authorised for use in public worship of the Church of England.
Date                        Reading       Theme
	Sunday 7 October 
	Mark 10:
2-16
	Jesus teaches about marriage and blesses little children



	Sunday 14 October

	Mark 10:
17-31
	Jesus speaks to the rich young man

	
	
	

	Sunday 21 October


	Mark 10:
35-45
	Jesus teaches about serving others


	Sunday 28 October



Sunday 4 November
	Mark 10:
46-52


John 11:
32-44
0r Mark 12:
28-34
	Jesus heals a blind beggar



Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead
Religious leaders question Jesus about the greatest commandment

	
Sunday 11 November


	
Mark 12:
38-44

	
A poor widow gives all she has


	Sunday 18 November

	Mark 13:
1-8
	Jesus tells the disciples about the future

	
	
	

	Sunday 25 November
	John 18:
33-37

	Jesus stands trial before Pilate



[image: ]



Regular Events
	1st Sunday in the month
2nd Sunday in the month

3rd Sunday in the month
4th Sunday in the month


5th Sunday in the month
(when applicable)

	9.30am Holy Communion + Kids’ Church
9.30am Messy Church
6.30pm Evening Prayer (not in winter months)
11.15am Holy Communion
9.30am ‘Praise on 4’ Café Church + Kids’ Church
(Kids’ Church = St Mary’s Sunday school)

Combined service with the parishes of Great Horkesley and Langham with Boxted. The location and times of the service rotate between the 4 churches.

	Thursdays at 9.00 am
	Drop in for coffee during term time.  

	Thursdays at 2.30 pm
	5Ts (Together for Tea on Thursdays at Two-Thirty) Weekly, including school holidays.


Contacts
	Priest in charge: Rev Dr Mandy Elmes,
The Rectory, 1 Church Close,
West Bergholt CO6 3JZ
Tel 01206 240906
Mob 07872 649967
revmandyelmes@btinternet.com

3 Parishes Families’ Worker:
Jo Jeffery – 07853 586683

Parish Office & Good News Editor                
Liz Dixon 01206 243683
lwb.wb.gh.parishes@gmail.com 
 
	  Lay Readers:
  Richard Chadborn - 01206 240541
  Michael Foster- 01206 241022 
  Evangelist:
  Ronnie Seymour - 01206 273579
  
Church Wardens:
  Sue Day – 01206 241040
  Ronnie Seymour – 01206 273579
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Pastoral Assistant:
  Dorothy Chadborn – 01206 240541


Home Groups: (Bible Study) Contact Michael Foster – 01206 241022
Hall Hire and Church Bookings: Contact Nicole on 01206 240443
Website and email
www.sites.google.com/site/stmaryswbergholt/
stmaryswestbergholt@googlemail.com
Follow us on Twitter @stmarysbergholt or Facebook
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
Enquiries regarding Rainbows, Brownies & Guides to 07757 636446, enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk or www.girlguidingessexne.org.uk
Cubs & Beavers contact: 241666; Scouts contact: 240549
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